
I AM THE MESSENGER 

MARKUS ZUSAK 
 

Original and uplifting. An underachiever 

is mysteriously chosen to help a host of 

strangers and friends.   
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IMPOSSIBLE 

NANCY WERLIN 
 

A subtle blend of realism and fantasy 

based on the folk ballad, “Scarborough 

Fair.” Lucy, 17 and pregnant, learns that 

she has only 9 months to break the family 

curse before she goes mad. 

YOUR OWN, SYLVIA 

STEPHANIE HEMPHILL 
 

A portrait of the poet Sylvia Plath written 

in verse. It pulls you into her captivating 

and tumultuous life. 

SHIVER 

MAGGIE STIEFVATER 
 

Beautiful and romantic. Grace finally 

meets the wolf she has been obsessed 

with—in the form of Sam, a sensitive  

human boy. Grace and Sam must fight the 

imminent winter chill that will turn Sam 

back into a wolf—perhaps indefinitely. 

THE HUNGER GAMES 

SUZANNE COLLINS 
 

Gripping dystopian fantasy. Katniss fights  

to survive when she is chosen to participate 

in the annual Hunger Games, a televised 

bloody competition with only one victor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

★ ★ ★  

 

Of the 116 fiction titles I read in 2009, these are my 10  

favorites. Maybe you’ll like them, too! 

CATCHING FIRE 

SUZANNE COLLINS 
 

A far from disappointing sequel to The 

Hunger Games. The story is as riveting 

and compulsively readable as the first. 

THE LUXE 

ANNA GODBERSEN 
 

Equal parts glamour and scandal. In 

1899 New York society, the Holland 

sisters and their peers maintain a façade 

of innocence and propriety while dan-

gerously indulging their desires in secret. 

RAPUNZEL’S REVENGE 

SHANNON HALE, DEAN HALE,  

NATHAN HALE 
 

Smart and fun. Tough-as-nails Rapunzel 

wields her hair as a weapon in this Wild 

West fairy tale graphic novel. 

LET IT SNOW 

JOHN GREEN, MAUREEN JOHNSON,  

LAUREN MYRACLE 
 

Hilarious and sweet. These three  

separate holiday romances intertwine 

characters and settings to create a  

realistic and familiar universe.  

TENDER MORSELS 

MARGO LANAGAN 
 

Disturbing and beautiful. Based on the 

fairy tale “Snow White and Rose Red,” 

Lanagan creates two worlds—one dan-

gerous, the other safe—and shows what 

happens when they ultimately meet. 
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